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foreign ruler. There was also the supreme problem of Rome
and the Papacy. The Pope had been Charlemagne's subject,
and it never occurred to Otto that the relations between
himself and the Pope could be otherwise. His successors
could not abandon the precedent which he had followed, with
results ultimately fatal to their authority in both kingdoms.
The immediate effect of the union of the two kingdoms was,
indeed, advantageous to them both. Germany gained from
its contact with a higher civilisation, and the position of its
ruler was enhanced by the prestige of the imperial title.
Italy was freed from the anarchy of the preceding century,
and a period of peace and settled government made possible
the civic and industrial development which was to have so
brilliant a future. The Papacy was released from its sub-
ordination to the Roman nobles, and owed to its association
with the Emperor its restoration to its proper sphere. But
while the advantages to Italy and the Papacy were enduring
and became increasingly fruitful, the gain to Germany was
transitory. The constant preoccupation of the Emperors
with Italy, their long absences, the drain on the imperial
resources, the effect of the Italian climate, and, ultimately,
the struggle with the Papacy which ended in their complete
defeat and the triumph of the forces of disintegration in
their own country—this was the legacy of Otto to his suc-
cessors. Had they concentrated on Germany, they could
have retained the position he had won, and Germany would
have prospered under a regime of strong government. As
it was, she suffered the disaster of a long period of civil war
and disorder, which more than counterbalanced the advan-
tages that she had obtained from contact with Italian
civilisation,
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t the	Berengar II was captured at the end of 963 and died three
apacy        years later in exile in Germany, but his son Adalbert escaped
and entered into an alliance with the Pope and the Romans.
John XII could not endure to be a subject where his father
Alberic had reigned supreme, and the Roman nobles refused
to acquiesce in the loss of their control over the Papacy.   The

